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September 2020--Flexible and Fluid



INTRODUCTION

We have prepared this document to help students, caregivers and staff 
understand the changes that have been necessitated due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. We are eager to welcome our students back in our building, and 
have put a number of measures in place to reduce risk and follow Public Health 
guidelines. We recognize that we may need to make changes to our 
procedures; we will be flexible and fluid based on needs.

Beginning this school year is like none other. We are grateful for the Smokey 
Drive Elementary Community and by working together and supporting each 
other we will have a successful year.



Monitoring Your Child’s Health
Our shared health is our shared responsibility. We need families to monitor the 
health of their children each day before they come to school using the Covid-19 
Daily Checklist. https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/docs/Daily-COVID-checklist-en.pdf

A copy of the list is attached to the email and it is available on our website. 

Please keep your child(ren) at home when they are ill, even if their symptoms are 
mild, and contact 811.

By monitoring daily, you are doing your part to protect our shared health.

https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/docs/Daily-COVID-checklist-en.pdf


What if my child starts feeling sick at school?
Any student who becomes unwell at school will be given a non-medical, disposable mask to put on. 
Parents/guardians will be contacted to come pick the student up. It is very important to ensure that 
your contact information and other emergency contacts for your child(ren) are kept up-to-date 
with the school during the school year. To reduce contact and risk, parents/guardians will need to 
arrive as quickly as possible.  While waiting to be picked up, the student will be supervised by a staff 
member (at a 2 m distance) in a separate room.

If your child exhibits Covid-19 symptoms, contact 811 to receive advice from Public Health on what to do 
next, including if/when your child can return to school.

If a case of Covid-19 is confirmed to be connected to our school, we will be in close contact with Public 
Health. Public Health will provide direction to us and the HRCE on communicating with families.

 



Can I or other people go into the school?
A strong relationship between home and school is important to student well-being 
and success. Under the Back to School plan, visitors, including parents/guardians, 
will not normally be permitted in the school. 

If you need to meet with a member of the school, please call or email and we will 
look to alternative ways to engage with you that does not require you to physically 
enter the building. 

Teachers will continue to reach out to you as it relates to your child’s education 
and well-being. We encourage you to communicate regularly with the school and 
your child’s teachers.

 



What if we’re late or need to pick our child(ren) up early?
Parents/guardians or their designates must drop off and pick up students outside. 
Students who arrive late will be admitted through the front door, welcomed by the 
office staff and helped to their class (where necessary). 

If a child needs to leave school early, this must be communicated with the 
classroom teacher and the school office by the beginning of the day. Last minute, 
early pick-up of students should be avoided if possible. In case of emergency, 
please call the main office at 902-864-6838.



How do I bring a lunch, book, etc. to my child?
It is important to avoid making deliveries to students as much as possible to 
relieve the burden on the office staff.  If you do need to drop something off for your 
child, please call the main office before coming to school. A table will be set up by 
the front door. Upon arrival at the school, call the main office and leave the item, 
labeled with your child’s name and class, on the table. Office staff will deliver the 
item.



What should my child bring to school?
Students must bring all of their personal items to and from school each day. This 
includes items such as backpacks, lunch bags, water bottle,  and all clothing . School 
supplies can be brought on the first day and left at school. Supply lists are posted on 
the school website.

At this time, indoor shoes are not needed. Students should wear sneakers each day. 

Send your child with a full water bottle each morning.

If students need to wear boots to school, they can bring sneakers to change into and 
will bring their shoes home with them at the end of the day.

 



How will my child wash their hands?
Students will be washing or sanitizing their hands frequently during the day. 
Teachers will support and supervise hand-washing and sanitizing as necessary. 
Students will be expected to sanitize before entering the school, once in the 
classroom, before and after eating as well as before going outside.

Students and staff are expected to follow appropriate cough and sneeze etiquette 
by coughing or sneezing into a tissue or their elbows and sanitizing hands 
following this.

Teachers will teach students proper hygiene practices. Please support and review 
this at home.



Will my child be sharing things?
We will be working with children on the importance of “no sharing IS caring” in a 
pandemic. Our teachers will be using age-appropriate language to teach students 
why they are not able to share food, personal belongings or their individual school 
supplies.

The sharing of equipment, including technology will be limited. Any equipment that 
is shared will be cleaned after each use. 

If you have a device that you are considering sending to school with your child, 
please consult with the teacher to make a plan for this.



Does my child have to wear a mask?
Students in grade 4 & 5 and grade 3 students in a 3/4 combined class will wear 
masks in school when they can’t physically distance from others. These students 
will be wearing masks in their classrooms as desks are not 2 m apart. Masks can 
be removed when students are eating and drinking and taking part in indoor 
physical activity when a mask can’t be worn. Masks aren’t required during outdoor 
activities.

A small number of students are not able to wear masks for medical reasons. If this 
applies to your child, please reach out to the school to discuss a plan.

Students in other grades are welcome to wear masks if they wish.



Will the school provide the students with masks?
We will provide each student with two cloth face masks on the first day of school. 
We will also have a supply on hand if a child forgets or loses one during the day. 

Public Health has encouraged all of us to socialize the wearing of masks as a 
measure to protect our collective health. Here is a link to a video that you can 
watch with your children before the first day of school: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/video/covid-19-wear-non-medical-mask-face-covering-properly.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/video/covid-19-wear-non-medical-mask-face-covering-properly.html


Some pictures of classrooms being set up



Some of the new safety stickers


